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February 21, 2007
Arlee High Schoo)
P.OQ. Box 37

Ariee, Mortana 86821

iDzar Honorable Merabers of the House of Representatives: ( House Educabion
Coramitter Members): '

(ireetings from the Jocko V alley here in Arlee, Montana situated on the beautif
Flathead Indian Reservation. My studenits ar Atlec High Sehool and mvseif are sending
Letters to request your suppert of House Bill 750 to provide Tunding for the
Revitalization of Montana’s Native Languages.

Pam sending my letter and the students letters by fax machine,

Dear House Education Comimities Members:

We just heard about this bill goin g before the House of Representatives and we have
urgently done our best in 2 hurried fashion to get letters of support sent to vou regarding
HB 570, We did not have time to presfread our lettars so we do apologize for any
ETTOI3 in grammar or scxtence structure. No polished letters because time is of utmost
lmportance for the public to have & voice in the democratic process.

I'have been a teacher in the Arles Public School system for the past 29 vears. Our school
has a K-12 Salish Language Program which is very unai que when you consider Native
American Languags revitalization. Alsa in the Arle2 Community we have a Salish
Tmmersion School called Nikwiusm. The immersion schaols are in desperate need of a
furding base to keep thair schools up and rwming, They struggle in their efforts 1o
secure fnding o sunpert the financial needs to operate a school. These grants that
would be funded through H.8 750 is a way to bring HOPE tc a people in their efforts to
Save their American Indian Langunages from becoming extinet. Qur elders are dying and
Literally taking our native lan guages to their graves.

My granddaughier is 1n her sacond year attending the Salish Nkwusm Language School
And she likes going to Nkwusm School. 1 am very proud of my six year old
granddaughter for leamning the language of her Salish people. 1teach two classes of
Salish language here ir the Ariec Public School System and I am sad to say that | am
Salish Limit Proficient, And that my first language is English. It is niy hope that iy
granddaughter and T can grow in our understanding and speaking of the Salishan
Language My granddaughter at this time is correnting her 58 vear old grandmother in the
correct prommciation of Satish words,

I sincerely HOPE that you will give HB. 750 a ves votg today.
Sincerely, W Theming Wright “ Willie” ._._._;‘ 7
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